philosopher, statesman and scholar. The modest income from his
profession was not enough to match his project/'7 In his letter to lady
Georgiana on 28 February 1 775, he wrote:" The profession of the law,
without some other is a tree that bears fruit only in twenty years."1"' He
sought help from her and otners like the duchess of Devonshire and
Lores Bathurst ^ securing a lucratae JHJM but his efforts \\ere of no
avail.

It was against this background of anxiety and frustration that Jones
tried to enter Parliament in 1 780 when Sir Roger Newdigate announced
his decision to vacate his seat as representative of the Oxford University.
After deciding to offer himself as a candidate he launched a vigorous
campaign and even approached Horace VValpole for support. But, in
the end, he was somehow obliged to withdraw from the field. Although
success m the election would have been to his credit, the failure was
not attended with disgrace, for, his abshtses and achievements were his
only influence. In spste of this disappointment, he continued his activity
and found time to publish a small pamphlet entitled, An Enquiry into
the Legal Mode of Suppressing Riots, with a Constitutional Plan of
Future Defence. In the autumn of the same year, he made a brief trip
to Pans.

The loss of his mother in 1 780 came as a terrible shock to Jones
and was deeply mourned by him. St was his mother who had taught
him the rudiments of literature and guided him in his early education.
She had supplied the funds for his further studies, reducing her own
expenses to the minimum. On the part of Jones, too, there was the
finest filial love, and the depth and sincerity of his affection for his
mother evoked unstinted praise from his friends.

After an interval of six years, he returned to the Arabian muses.
In 1781, he completed the translation of TheMoa//a/cat or 'Seven Arabian
Poems/ which were suspended on the Temple at Mecca. He composed
an ode entitled Muse Recalled in celebration of the nuptials of his
friend Lord Althorp, who married Miss Bingham, daughter of Lord Lucan.
He also wrote an Ode to Liberty, after the manner of Alcaeus, In the
same year was published - An Essay on the Law of Bailments -
a pioneering and authoritative work in the field of comparative law and
a significant achievement praised by scholars then and now. In this
Jones made an attempt "to bring together all decisions 'ancient and

17  Ibid, p. 34

18  Ibid, p.34
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